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the Christmas series of dates, organised to capitalise on the excellent set of reviews for the
single "It's Business” and the awesome album "From The Parish Of -'-.":.:.’|~" had to be
cancelled when the vocalist/lyricist Simon Rivers was rushed to hospital with a collapsed lung
At the time of writing, Simon fit and well again, and January sees 3 new SINgLE reigase
“Manners, Pianos, Mouthorgans” that should be a strong contender for any “Single It

Week" award (as indesd, "It's Business" achieved)

Their tenure as The Last Part wght nine singles and two -..3'_.--.|s'.:; .'-'.:_.-. 5 R g&" an

“Love Handles”, both suffering the fate of great critical acclaim, but few sales. In an interview
with Simon, he explains: "We were getting to the point -'-'i'l;'f' if something turned up with
'Last Party' on, we were being written off before we were even heard. [t was Nel's (Neil
Palmer, drummer) idea to change the name. He said 'We're being ignored, we've done
everything we can f"l: Last Party'"

SPrings

W ah

The debut Bitter
Addison Brothers"

gsued

releass,

“The
500

By 1

copies release (A hundred of which were

given away” :Simon)
single was one of the best of "%6
track, and "Like Boorman's
the harmonica and vocal talents
postman and Subway Sect punk
Godard. "I zaw a picture of him
Office magazine
[ thought "That's Vie Godard’
himm up, he was tolally evas
Found out since, that's the way |
pestered him, nothing happensd,
35 | thought about giving up [ ¢
tape. After a hit of
amT

FRAT o
IvE

Vic later covered "The Addison
i a Mark Radeliffe 5101
Simon), and The Bitter Spri
et with him at The
Sect!). Apart from the
Too Late”, available only
single, "Absence Makes
Blonder™., the albom i5 a

[T
oo

oo

INEs

s 0NE

Thankfully,
tracks are included on their album,

00

under his real na

sent

ranning aroun

Bri

{organised by

all Tour
as the
-

fhe uee

B Tl
E4LLUNC

of rellow
god, Vic

m a Post

me, and

[ phoned

but as ['ve

we's like! |

iNd Just
I - .I
i fem ChE

J I.*f"-

T
JLIVET

played a

Garage (a5 Subway
"Tao
on the second CD

Hair

Little

T ow

| L)
MTIPICRE




collection of Bitter Springs recordings
from "94-"97. From the humorous “Radio
Active Scuba Diver®, the catchy "Cloth
Eared Press®, and two songs which |
would personally would kil to  hawve
written, "Ken®, Simon's eulogy to Messrs
Halliwell and Orton, and "It's Business"
the best single of '97 and a barbed attack
on moneymakers everywhere; "What A
Liar And A Cheat You Are/Mo [ Meant An
Entrepreneur!” closing with the killer
line; "Got The Words But They Won't
Come/Unless The Band Give Up On Their
Percentage!™ - these are just a small
section an unmissable album which,
once owverriding the odd one or ([wo
production glitches, should become a
classic.
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"It's Business" reflects Simon's own hatred
of the financial side of things, as he
confirms:

“Labels have rung me asking for a copy of
the CD. That really annoys me because I
think "Who the fuck are you?'. I'd rather
give away the CD to someone who really

wants it. Most of the times we've paid for
recording, so0 we're used to dealing with
ourselves. It's only in recent times, with PRS

money and everything, that things are starting to
even out. We've even been told that we're getting
money back from the album, which is a first for
us!”

The possibility of The Bitter Springs becoming
massively well known, oddly, doesn't seem to
appeal to Simon that much. "Most people, when
they get really popular, they've usually done all
their best stuff". If the deserved recognition ever
comes to the "Springs, they definitely have the
talent and experience to stay at the forefront of
current songwriting craftsmen (yes, they're that
bloody good). Thig is all too evident on the as vet
unreleased songs "Barbara™ and "Simple Life”

"From The Parish Of Arthritis" - an essential album to any listener with a grain of intelligence

and an ear for a catchy hook or three

Bitter Springs Info: 63 Princeés Road, Teddington, Middlesex, TW11 ORZ.




